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Ferry, drawbridge 
linked cities on 
east and west side 

Before they united to many passengers, 
form one city in 1895, the When the cable broke, as 
city of Green Bay existed frequently happened, the 
on the east side of the Fox ferry drifted at the mercy 
River and the city of Fort of the winds and waves. It 
Howard existed on the floated up and down the 
west side. river until rowboats res- 

Before the first bridge cued the passengers and 
linked the two cities at towed the old ferry to a 
Walnut Street, ferry ser- landing place, 
vice operated from the end If you didn’t want to ride 
of Cherry Street to a land- the ferry, a makeshift 
ing between Walnut and drawbridge was available 
Hubbard streets in Fort for use at Main Street. 



Throughout this year 
of Wisconsin’s 
Sesquicentenni- 
al celebration, 
the Press- 
Gazette will 
publish a 
series of stories 
on local history. 

This feature, pre¬ 
pared with the assistance of the 
Brown County Historical Society, 
will appear on Mondays. 
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Green Bay Historical Bulletin 


The first bridge across the Fox River in Green Bay was the Walnut Street 
Bridge, built in 1862. This sketch shows the city in the mid-1800s. A bridge is 
visible, just above the boat smokestacks at right in this illustration. 


Howard. Carlton Whee- Built prior to 1856, it was 
lock operated the ferry a floating platform about 
until his departure for the 20 feet wide and 60 feet 
Civil War in 1861. It then long. Heavy timbers were 
was managed by Henley placed lengthwise and 
W. Chapman until the heavy pine planks were 
Walnut Street bridge was situated crosswise. At one 
opened for traffic. corner it was attached to 

The ferry was a flat scow a pile by an immense iron 
about 60 feet long and 20 hinge. Ropes were 
feet wide. attached to the other end 

It was attached to a cable of the float — one to the 
bolted to both landings. A shore upstream and one 
horse pulled the ferry downstream, 
back and forth. Tenders opened and 

A one-way voyage closed the draw by pulling 
across the Fox took about on ropes. 

15 minutes. The ferry It took a half hour to get 
could accommodate about the bridge back in shape 
six teams of horses and for crossing after it was 


closed. Once repositioned, enforced military service, 
it still was an exciting armed themselves with 
experience to cross the muskets, shot guns, rifles, 
draw bridge. Heavy teams pistols, and clubs and 
of horses would approach marched to the city en 
the bridge on a fast run to masse with the intention 
get across before the float of resisting the draft, 
disappeared under water. Alarm filled the inhab- 
In 1862, the bridge was itants of Green Bay. 
threatened with destruc- Mayor Henry S. Baird pro- 
tion by order of the mayor, posed to cut the floating 
In November 1862, when bridge loose to delay the 
the Civil War was at its march of the insurgents, 
height, a draft was But time was too short to 
ordered by President Lin- accomplish this work and 
coin. A number of immi- the bridge was saved, 
grants who had only been In that same year, a sec- 
in the United States for a ond bridge was opened, 
short time, and who had The first bridge to cross 
left Europe to escape the Fox River at Walnut 


Street was finished in Sep- struction. Green Bay 
tember 1862 just before the redeemed its Chicago & 
completion of the Chicago North Western Railroad 
& North Western Rail- bonds for $15,000 and built 
road. Originally this free the Walnut Street bridge 
passenger bridge was to be at its own expense. The old 
built by a joint venture Fox River ferry at Cherry 
between Green Bay and Street was discontinued 
Fort Howard. The two cor- when the Walnut Street 
porations pledged to aid in bridge was completed, 
the construction of a rail¬ 
road from Appleton to Submitted by Jeanne 
Fort Howard and the con- Jankowski for the Brown 
struction of the Walnut County Historical Society. 
Street bridge. This information was 

When the city of Green taken from articles written 
Bay did not fulfill its by Arthur C. Neville for 
pledge regarding the rail- bulletins published by the 
road, Fort Howard refused Green Bay Historical Soci- 
to aid in the bridge con- ety. 






